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Canned   Food   Drive  
by   Anna   Manzella   &   Chloe   Steger  

From  October  14 th  until     
November  1st,  HCA  had  a  canned  food        
drive.  This  wasn’t  any  ordinary  canned       
food  drive,  it  was  a  competition  between        
all   the   homerooms   at   the   middle   school. 
Here  we  collectively  raised  1,605  cans.       
With  the  whole  Academy’s  cans      
combined  we  raised  8,218  cans.  The       
homeroom  with  the  most  cans  at  the        
middle  school  was  8A  with  552  cans.        
HCA  donated  all  these  cans  to  Saint        
Vincent  de  Paul.  SVdP  is  a  parish        
downtown  that  was  founded  with  the       
mission   of   serving   the   poor.    

We  spoke  to  Student  Council      
(STUCO)  President  Miles  Rittenhouse     
about  what  he  thought  of  the  canned  food         
drive  and  he  said,  “The  canned  food  drive         
is  a  great  way  to  help  the  poor.”  We  also           
spoke  to  STUCO’s  Vice  President  Luke       
Salmo  who  said,  “When  we  were  loading        
the  cans  into  the  vans  it  felt  like  the  cans           
just   kept   coming.” Overall,  HCA   
has  raised  many  cans  for  our  community        
and  maybe  we  can  try  to  raise  even  more          
next   year.   
 
High   Schools  
by   Abby   Knox   &   Carson   Leahy  

This  year,  the  eighth  grade      
students  will  make  a  really  important       
decision--what  high  school  they  will      
attend  next  year.  What  are  the  main        
factors  that  determine  what  high  school       
eighth  graders  want  to  attend?  We  asked        
six  eighth  graders  this  question  and  their        
answers  were  varied.  Ryan  Kleitsch      
stated  that  he  will  be  attending  Webster        
Groves  High  School  for  their  sports  and        
after  school  activities.  Ava  Beavin  wants       

to  go  to  Nerinx  Hall  because  of  their  art          
program  and  overall  joyful  atmosphere.      
Both  Ben  Perkins  and  Andy  Beckett       
chose  to  apply  to  St.  John  Vianney  High         
School  because  of  their  nice  campus  and        
sports.  Claire  Mitchell  wants  to  go  to  Cor         
Jesu   for   their   campus   and   sports   as   well.   

However,  throughout  all  of  these      
interviews,  there  was  one  common      
denominator.  All  of  the  students  want  to        
go  to  the  high  school  where  they  felt         
most  comfortable.  It’s  really  great  that       
eighth  graders  across  the  area  have  so        
many  options  for  high  school.  Hopefully,       
all  students  will  get  into  the  high  schools         
of  their  choice  and  have  a  great        
experience   over   the   next   four   years.   
 
Student   of   the   Month   -   
Kiara   Bolan  
by   Natalie   Loida   &   Lilly   Saul  

This  month,  Kiara  Bolan  is  our       
student  of  the  month.  Before  coming  to        
Holy  Cross,  she  attended  St.  James  the        
Greater,  which  closed  last  year.  Her       
favorite  thing  about  HCA  is  all  the        
friends  she’s  made  so  far.  Her  favorite        
class  is  science  with  Mrs.  Wray,  and  her         
favorite  elective  is  Travel  USA  because       
of  all  of  her  friends  in  it,  and  Mrs.  Wray           
is  her  favorite  teacher.  So  far,  she  really         
likes  Holy  Cross.  “It’s  a  good  school,”        
she   says.  

Kiara’s  favorite  color  is  rose      
gold.  She  has  two  sisters,  Dierdre  and        
Cleary.  Some  of  her  favorite  hobbies       
include   watching   Tik   Tok   and   Netflix.   

She  was  born  in  China  but       
moved  to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of          
3.  Kiara  mentioned  that  she  was  fluent  in         
Chinese  as  a  young  child  but  has  lost  a          
lot   of   it   since   then.   

She  and  her  family  have  traveled       
to  a  variety  of  places  such  as  China,         
Japan,  Thailand,  Peru,  Ecuador,  Belize,      
and  Panama.  Kiara  says  her  favorite  thing        
about  traveling  to  all  those  places  she  has         
been  is  "all  the  different  cultures  I  got  to          
learn   about."  

Lastly,  a  couple  of  fun  facts       
about  Kiara  are  that  she  was       
homeschooled  for  2nd  and  3rd  grades       

while  living  in  San  Francisco,  and  that        
she's  a  vegetarian  but  has  occasionally       
eaten   meat   on   vacation.  

 

 
Teacher   and   Student   of   the   Month:  

Mrs.   Griggs   and   Kiara   Bolan  
 
Teacher   of   the   Month   -   
Mrs.   Griggs   
by   Natalie   Loida   and   Anna   Manzella  

Mrs.  Griggs  is  our  school      
counselor,  and  our  teacher  of  the       
month  for  November.  She  grew  up  in        
Topeka,  Kansas,  and  moved  to  Little       
Rock,  Kansas,  for  college  at  Hendrix       
University.  Before  coming  to  HCA,      
she  worked  at  the  Fox  School  District,        
where   she   was   a   counselor   as   well.   

We  asked  her  what  made  her       
want  to  become  a  school  counselor,       
and  she  told  us  that  she  really  likes         
being  the  person  someone  can  go  to        
when  things  are  going  on.  She  also        
told  us  that  she  is  a  very  good  listener,          
and  she  loves  listening  to  people.  “As        
far  as  I’m  concerned,  I  have  the  best         
job  in  the  world  because  I  get  to  listen          
to  kids!”  she  says.  Her  favorite  food        
is  fish  tacos,  and  her  favorite  drink  is         
hot  tea.  She  enjoys  reading  and       
playing   board   games   with   her   family.   

Lastly,  when  asked  if  there      
were  any  fun  facts  about  her  that        
people  don’t  know,  Mrs.  Griggs  said       
that  she  once  won  an  owner/pet       
look-alike   contest!  
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Volleyball   Tournaments  
by   Abby   Knox   &   Brody   Zarky  

This  month  was  the  first  of  three        
P.E.  tournaments.  This  quarter’s     
tournament  was  the  volleyball     
tournament.  The  volleyball  tournament     
was  very  intense.  Many  classes  went  to        
the  gym  to  cheer  on  friends  and        
classmates.  

In  the  6th  grade  tournament,  two       
teams  came  from  6A  and  two  from  6B.         
The  team  Full  Send  from  6A  included         
Graham,  Emmett,  Will  C.,  Samantha,      
Christopher,  Elizabeth  and  Abby.  The      
Cactuses,  who  were  the  other  team  from        
6A,  included  Charlie,  Bryce,  Jacob,  Sofia       
E,  Annie,  and  Josie.  6B  teams  Taco  Bell         
Turtles  with   Maya  S.,  Robby  E.,  Sam  J.,         
Abby  B.,  Aliya  N.,  Daniel  O.  No  Names         
included  Dominic  G.,  Ben  Bryce  B.,       
Greta  P.,  Maddy  S.,  Ellie  M.  the  winner         
of  6A  and  6B  tournament  was  the  Taco         
Bell   Turtles.      

The  two  teams  that  represented      
7A  were  Maryland  and  Maine.  Maryland       
consisted  of  Michael,  Izzy,  Maggie,      
Daniel,  Reagan,  and  Anthony.  The      
players  on  the  team  Maine  were  Kell,        
Lauren  S.,  Sydney,  Nate,  Emily  R.,  and        
Carter  E.  Maryland  went  into  the       
tournament  have  a  5-1  record  and  Maine        
went  into  the  tournament  having  a  4-2        
record.  7B  had  two  teams  such  as  Rise         
and  Shine  and  Better  Than  You.  Rise  and         
Shine  consisted  of  Kiara,  Matthew  M.,       
Bella  B,,  Margret  H.,  Kate  L.,  and  Madi         
B,  with  a  5-1  record.  Better  than  you  had          
Maggie  P.,  José  R.,  Ian  S.,  Elayna  T.,         
Kayla  E.,  and  Jo  W  with  a  4-2  record.           
The  championship  game  was  between      
Maryland  vs  the  Rise  and  Shine  and  in  a          
blowout   the   Rise   and   Shine   won   25-9.  

8C's  Blue  Buffalo,  consisting  of      
Luke  S,  Jack  S,  Chloe  S,  Conner  L,  and          
Eva  F.  The  two  teams  form  8B  were  the          
G.O.A.T.S.  Their  roster  consisted  of      
Charlie,  Abby  K.,  Daniel  L,  Nora  C.,  and         

Annika  with  a  6-0  record.  Bemvandi       
from  8B  was  Ben  P.,  Andy  B.,  Alivia  A.,          
Sofia  M.  and  Michael  K.  with  a  4-2         
record.   

In  the  championship  game  the      
Blue  Buffalos  played  Team  1  and  in  a         
thriller  champion  game  Team  1  came  out        
with   the   final   win.       
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