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Summer Vacations
by Lilly Saul &  Chloe Steger

Over the summer, many Holy Cross 
students went on vacations! Will Corbett 
in 6th grade went to New York City and 
did lots of interesting things there. He 
was there for 5 days and did a lot of 
touring around. He went to Yankee 
Stadium to see a baseball game, and 
went to the Freedom Tower. He also 
visited the Empire State Building and 
the Statue of Liberty. Will said that 
“The M&M and Hershey factories were 
really cool.” That sounds like a really 
fun trip to New York.

Bella Buttice, in 7th grade, and her 
family went to Chicago this summer. 
She stayed from Sunday through 
Thursday, and had a great time. She 
visited the Magnificent Mile on 
Michigan Avenue, which features many 
stores and shops. There, Bella said, “I 
got a Vineyard Vines shirt.” Afterwards, 
she went on a boat ride and was treated 
to some delicious steak. She said, “That 
was a really fun vacation!” 

Madi Beuligmann, also in 7th grade, 
went to Hawaii. She had to go on a six 
hour plane ride, but said it was 
definitely worth it. She said, “It was so 
pretty.” She went snorkeling and saw 
sea turtles, sea lions and beautiful fish. 
Also while she was there she saw lots of 
dolphins, as well as lots of cats and 
chickens, too. Madi also went on a boat 
that took her out to the middle of the 
ocean. While on the boat, she saw some 
dead coral. She really wants to go back 
again because it was such a great trip!

John Carlos Meyer in 8th grade 
went on a really big vacation to Europe. 
He said “I went to Italy and did lots of 
touristy stuff like the Coliseum.”  He 
also went to Paris and while he was 
there he went to the Eiffel Tower and 

the damaged Notre Dame Cathedral. 
John also went to see the Napoleon 
Monument. He stayed at a really nice 
hotel with a rooftop pool and restaurant! 
That sounds like an unforgettable 
vacation! 

Art Aficionados
by Lilly Saul & Chloe Steger 

This year, Holy Cross Academy is 
excited to offer the Art Aficionados 
program, lead by Mr. Sullentrup, for the 
second year in a row. This year on 
September 7th, Eva Fox, Isabelle 
Koenen and Lucy Schulte went to the 
St. Louis Art Fair in Clayton with Mr. 
Sullentrup and Mrs. Dolan. 

When asked what the Art 
Aficionados program is, Isabelle 
Koenen replied, “The art fair’s student 
program gives $750 [each] to about 10 
schools to spend on artwork for the 
school, and $750 to spend on pieces for 
the traveling collection for other schools 
and hospitals.” 

Art Aficionados in conversation with a 
painter at the St. Louis Art Fair

While at the fair, the three Art 
Aficionados started in a meeting about 
the fair and then they got to walk around 
browsing for interesting pieces. 
Throughout the morning a few things 
stood out to them: glass weaving, 
textiles, and a lady who made her own 
felt. 

Mr. Sullentrup said, “We were the 
only Catholic middle school at the fair.”

Lucy Schulte and Eva Fox said that 
the art they bought was “abstract.” They 
also purchased a sculpture. In addition 
they were given lunch in the V.I.P. 
lounge. 

Overall, the Art Aficionados trip 
sounded very successful and HCA will 
have some new intriguing art to add to 
the middle school. 

All Academy Mass 
by Maggie Baker & Abby Knox 

On Friday, September 13, students 
from all campuses gathered at Seven 
Holy Founders to celebrate the Feast of 
the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. 
Students went to Mass and enjoyed 
many activities.

Kindergarteners and 8th graders playing 
ball together at Seven Holy Founders

After Mass, the middle school 
students divided into their school 
‘families’ and were each paired with 
students from a younger grade. They 
then went outside to play with them.

The theme for HCA this year is 
“Many Parts, One Body”. Some of the 
activities students participated in were 
related to this theme. Students traced 
their hands onto one piece of paper 
showing that there are many parts of this 
school. Another activity was the puzzle 
relay. Each student and their younger 
buddy would have to put a piece of the 
puzzle together then go to the end of the 
line. Another activity was making gift 
tags. Students colored, hole punched, 
and tied ribbons to make the gift tags 
that would later be sold.   

It was great to see all of the priests 
and the entire Academy at Mass 
celebrating and worshipping God 
together. We really fit the theme “Many 
Parts, One Body”. Students are looking 
forward to the next All Academy Mass. 
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The Clavius Project-Robotics Club
by Carson Leahy & Brody Zarky

The Clavius Project is an 
organization run by St. Louis University 
High School that teaches middle school 
students about robotics and computer 
programming. Each year they hold the 
Robotics Jamboree where many schools 
come from far and wide to put their 
robotics skills to the test. Each team 
needs to program several challenges into 
the robot. 

Last year, our robotics club, led 
by Ms. Tavernaro, had some problems 
with downloading these programs on 
chromebooks. So this year the Clavius 
Project supplied us with 12 new HP 
Laptops costing about $200 each. With 
these new tools the robotics team can 
upload the programs they have coded 
straight onto the robots. 

When we asked Sean Adams if he 
liked the laptops he said, “Yes, I like the 
fact that they work faster.”  He also said 
that “It has made a big difference.”

With the gift of these tablets, the 
Holy Cross team is no longer at a  
disadvantage, and this may be just what 
we need to get the gold banner at this 
year’s robotics jamboree.

New Electives
by Carson Leahy & Luke Salmo

This year, Holy Cross Academy is 
excited to offer many new electives. 
Some of them include, but are not 
limited to, Roman and Latin Culture 
with Ms. Sasser, Authors and Classic 
Literature with Mrs. Dolan, Guitars 
and Ukulele with Mr. Wamser, and CSI 
Crime Novels with Ms. Bourne and Ms. 
Tavernaro.

We asked two seventh graders what 
they thought of  Helping Hands, a new 
elective run by Mr. Ewing that is 
designed to help around the school and 
do service projects for places like St. 
Vincent de Paul and St. Agnes Home: 
“We are happy to be in Helping Hands” 
said Kell Conroy. 

Charles Koenen said “Last class we 
put Blue and Gold Rush papers in the 

pews in church.” Both students seem to 
enjoy the elective.

Another new elective is Lifetime 
Fitness with Mr. Belitz and Mrs. 
Smyka. We asked Jack Seitz, an eighth 
grader, if he was enjoying Lifetime 
Fitness. “It’s cool to have an elective… 
where you can run around.” Jack told us. 
Lifetime Fitness is an elective designed 
to encourage students to stay healthy 
and fit throughout their lives.  

Another new elective also run by 
Mr. Ewing is Duolingo. Duolingo is 
open to all 6,7, and 8th grade students 
who are interested in learning a new 
language. Duolingo is a website that 
offers over 30 different languages to 
learn, some basics like Spanish and 
German, but other more interesting ones 
like Hawaiian and Norwegian. We 
talked to two sixth grade students who 
signed up for Duolingo, Grant Sullivan, 
a German learner, and Maddy Stockell, 
who is learning French. Grant told us 
that the new elective was fun. 

When asked Maddy why she was 
taking French. She replied, “I might be 
going [to France] next year.” It seems 
like students are enjoying their new 
electives this fall. 

Springfield Trip
by Natalie Loida & Anna Manzella

On the 23rd of August, the 8th-
grade class took a field trip to 
Springfield, Illinois. From what the 
interviewees told us, they seemed to 
have had a very good time. When asking 
different students about their 
experiences, we got a lot of different 
responses. 

Ava Beavin says her favorite part of 
the trip was going through the Lincoln 
Museum. “It showed Lincoln’s life in-
depth,” she told us. 

Ryan Kleitsch’s favorite part was 
also the Lincoln Museum. He told us he 
liked seeing the wax figures and the 
different shows. 

Hadley Erd also told us she liked 
watching the shows. “I really liked 
watching the movies!” she exclaimed. 
She said she would strongly recommend 
going to anyone who hasn’t before. 

The students also got to visit 
Lincoln’s house, which they all agreed 
was a surprise. Gus Shoults told us that 
it was his favorite part. He said it was 
cool to “relive” Lincoln’s life. 

Overall the trip to Springfield was 
very exciting and it seemed like 
everyone really enjoyed the experience.

Student of the Month - Ally Pierce
by Natalie Loida & Anna Manzella

Allyson “Ally” Pierce is a 7th grade 
student in Ms. Bourne’s Homeroom. 
Before coming to Holy Cross this year, 
she attended Steger Sixth Grade Center 
in the Webster Groves School District. 

Ally told us that she really likes 
Holy Cross so far. Her favorite thing 
about HCA is all the chances she has to 
study. “We didn’t have any study 
opportunities at my old school,” she told 
us. Her favorite classes are Art with Mr. 
Sullentrup and Literature with Ms. 
Bourne, and her favorite teacher is Mrs. 
Wray. This semester she is taking 
Helping Hands, Stream: Breakout, 
Cartooning, and Travel USA. Her 
favorite out of those is Travel USA, 
although it was a hard decision between 
the four.

Her favorite food is tacos, which she 
eats frequently. One of her favorite 
hobbies is Competitive Dance. She does 
jazz, ballet, pointe, tap, lyrical, 
contemporary, hip hop, and musical 
theatre. “I want to be on Broadway 
when I am older!” she said. She has one 
dog named Wally and two cats named 
Milo and Mary. She said she is looking 
forward to the rest of the 7th grade year.
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Teacher of the Month- 
Mr. Wamser
by Maggie Baker & Abby Knox

Meet Mr. Wamser, the new music 
teacher. He came from Buder 
Elementary School, which is a St. Louis 
City Public school. He taught preschool 
through 5th grade for the past 14 years. 
He has also taught at many other public 
and Catholic schools with students in 
grades Pre-K through High School.

Mr. Wamser went to five different 
elementary schools in three different 
states when he was young, then went to 
St. Mary’s for high school. He received 
his Bachelor of Music Education from 
Southern Illinois University- 
Edwardsville (SIUE), and received his 
Master of Education and Education 
Specialists degree from the University 
of Missouri- St. Louis (UMSL). 

The first thing we asked him was 
what his favorite thing about Holy Cross 
Academy is. “First of all, the people are 
all great. Second, I think it is great that 
several separate parishes had a vision 
and had the ability to make it come true. 
I think our theme of ‘Many Parts, One 
Body’ says it all.”

We asked him what he likes to do in 
his spare time and he said, “When I have 
free time I like to play with my 
granddaughter, fix broken things around 
the house, and visit with friends I have 
made at other schools in the area.”

Finally, we asked him when he 
knew he wanted to get into music. He 
told us that after third grade his family 
moved from near San Francisco to just 
outside Seattle. He had wanted to play 

baseball but when they got to Seattle the 
teams were already set and it was too 
late to sign up. So instead he attended a 
band program run by the local school 
district. After six weeks they gave a 
concert which ended by playing ‘The 
Marine Corp Hymn.’ “I was hooked, 
Mr. Wamser said, “From that moment 
on I knew my future would involve 
making music with others.”

Mr. Wamser has lots of experience 
teaching and playing music. He is 
passionate about his work and has a 
great sense of humor. He is the perfect 
addition to our school.

STUDENT COUNCIL 2019-2020

STUCO members at the Sept. 24th 
Commissioning Mass

Here are your 2019-2020 Student 
Council Officers and Representatives:

President: Miles Rittenhouse
Vice President: Luke Salmo
Secretary: Maggie Baker
Faith Community Ldr : Thomas Mueller
Co-Treasurer: Madhavan Anbukumar   
Co-Treasurer: Maggie Powers
JP2 Rep: Carter Sullivan
JP2 Rep: Owen Carr
OLP Rep: Stella Schulte
OLP Rep: Max Flores
OLP Rep: Evan Buster
SMA Rep: Kate Wilson
SMA Rep: Caleb Schreckenberg
6A Rep: Cecilia Simpson
6B Rep: Ben Hiatt
7A Rep: Maggie Kellogg
7B Rep: Ian Selsor
8A Rep: Gus Shoults
8B Rep: Rory Conboy
8C Rep: Conner Leahy


